
 
 

 
 

 
 

$5 MILLION IN GRANTS TO HELP  
CALIFORNIA HOMEOWNERS PREPARE FOR “THE BIG ONE”  

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL $1 MILLION TO HELP LOW-INCOME HOMEOWNERS 
 
WHO:  California State Senator Anthony J. Portantino (D-La Cañada Flintridge) 
  California State Assemblymember Laura Friedman (D-Glendale) 

California State Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian (D-Van Nuys) 
California State Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez (D-Pomona) 
California Earthquake Authority Chief Executive Officer Glenn Pomeroy  
California Earthquake Authority Chief Mitigation Officer Janiele Maffei, S.E. 
Cal OES Deputy Director of Planning, Preparedness and Prevention Lori Nezhura 
California Geological Survey Acting State Geologist of California Dr. Steve Bohlen 
California Earthquake Authority Community Relations Manager Pamela Diaz (Spanish-speaking) 

 
WHEN: Wednesday, October 27, 2021 
 10:00 a.m. – Press conference begins 
 10:30 a.m. – Q&A 

10:45 a.m. – Individual interviews as requested  
 
WHERE:  Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FtQqr1g5S8GdPWv-x9pUGQ 
 
WHAT: California’s Earthquake Brace + Bolt (EBB) program provides grants of up to $3,000 for homeowners 

in high-risk areas to offset the cost of a seismic retrofit that can help lessen the potential for damage 
during an earthquake. As part of our commitment to diversity and inclusion, we are offering, for the 
first time, income-eligible homeowners a chance to qualify for newly available supplemental grants. 
The amounts vary depending on the region and type of retrofit completed. These supplemental 
grants may cover up to 100 percent of the cost of a seismic retrofit. In 2021, the EBB program covers 
homes in 395 ZIP Codes across California. Registration for the 2021 EBB grant program opens 
October 27 and continues through December 1. EBB is part of the California Residential Mitigation 
Program administered by the California Earthquake Authority and the California Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services. Visit www.EarthquakeBraceBolt.com to learn more and determine eligibility. 

  
WHY:  In California, it’s not a question of if the next big earthquake will hit―it’s a question of when. There 

are more than 1 million houses in California built before 1980 in high-hazard areas that are 
vulnerable to collapse or destruction by sliding off the foundation during a strong earthquake. 
Seismic retrofits covered by the EBB program are completed by trained contractors and can help 
reduce damage to a house in the event of a destructive earthquake by bracing existing cripple walls 
in the crawl space with plywood and bolting the home to its foundation. Almost 16,000 EBB retrofits 
have been completed. 

VISUALS: – Presentation and interviews with experts – Before & after home retrofit photos 
 – Fault hazard maps – Model house demo of cripple wall collapse  
 – Online media kit that includes fact sheet, b-roll and photos: 

https://www.earthquakebracebolt.com/Press-Room/Press-Conference-10-27-2021 
 
CONTACT: D’Anne Ousley, 916-769-5766 dousley@calquake.com / Sarah Sol, 279-203-5998 

media@calquake.com / Jessica Ng, 510-508-2836 jng@mercuryllc.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FtQqr1g5S8GdPWv-x9pUGQ
https://www.californiaresidentialmitigationprogram.com/Strengthen-Your-House
https://www.californiaresidentialmitigationprogram.com/Strengthen-Your-House
http://www.earthquakebracebolt.com/
https://www.earthquakebracebolt.com/Press-Room/Press-Conference-10-27-2021
mailto:dousley@calquake.com
mailto:media@calquake.com
mailto:jng@mercuryllc.com

