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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is the Earthquake Brace + Bolt program? 
Earthquake Brace + Bolt (EBB) is a grant program that offers homeowners up to $3,000 to seismically retrofit their 
houses. EBB was created by the California Residential Mitigation Program (CRMP)—a joint powers authority between 
the California Earthquake Authority and the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services—in 2014 and has 
helped more than 15,500 homeowners successfully retrofit their homes. 
 
In 2021, low-income homeowners may also qualify for newly available supplemental grants that vary in amount 
depending on the region and type of retrofit completed. These supplemental grants, which are available for 
households with an income at or below $72,080, may be able to provide up to 100% of the funds needed to cover a 
seismic retrofit. 
 
How do I sign up for EBB?  
EBB only accepts applications during the designated registration period. For the 2021 EBB grant program, registration 
is open from October 27 to December 1. Homeowners must complete the registration process online at 
www.EarthquakeBraceBolt.com. Homeowners without access to a computer may request a paper application by 
calling (877) 232-4300. 
 
How do I know if my house qualifies?  
Houses that qualify for the program are those that meet the requirements for a seismic retrofit according to the 
California Existing Building Code Chapter A3 (Chapter A3). These houses typically: 
 

• Are built before 1980 
• Have a raised continuous perimeter concrete foundation 
• Sit on level ground or a low-slope 
• May have wood-framed walls (called cripple walls) in the crawl space under the house 

 
In 2021, houses in 395 high-hazard ZIP Codes are eligible for an EBB grant. To see if your home is in a qualifying ZIP 
Code, visit www.EarthquakeBraceBolt.com. 
 
How will I know if I am selected? 
Homeowners will be notified by email if they are selected to participate in the EBB grant program or if they are on the 
wait list. Notices will be sent when the selection process has been completed. 
 
How do you select locations where EBB will be offered? 
EBB ZIP Codes are selected using the protocol criteria approved by the CRMP Governing Board. All California ZIP 
Codes were ordered by the following two criteria, which were weighted equally: 
 

1. Earthquake Hazard: Hazard was identified using the United States Geological Survey earthquake hazard map 
for California. 

2. Earthquake Vulnerability: Vulnerability was represented by identifying the percentage of pre-1940 houses in 
ZIP Codes in California based on U.S. Census data. Older houses are more likely to require earthquake bracing 
and bolting. 

 
How is the program funded? 
EBB is funded with contributions from the California Earthquake Authority's Loss Mitigation Fund and in 2021 with 
funding from the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. 
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